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A bittersweet film
about organ dona-
tion by a Singapo-
rean film student
has won an award
in China’s first na-
tional-level awards
for short films.

Titled Seed, the
16-minute film is written and direct-
ed by Alvin Lee (above), 25, who is
studying directing at the Beijing
Film Academy.

His work beat 10,000 other sub-
missions to win the Best New Direc-
tor Award at the China Short Film
Golden Hummingbird Awards. He
received the trophy at an award cer-
emony on Dec 10 at Oriental Salt
Lake City in Changzhou.

The film employed Chinese
actors and was filmed in Beijing.
The story is about the emotional
visit a couple pays a little boy who
received the donated heart of their
dead son. The actress who played
the transplant recipient’s mother,
Qin Yu, was nominated for Best
Newcomer Performance.

Currently in his third year of his
bachelor’s degree programme, Lee
came up with the story after com-
ing across a short YouTube clip
with a similar premise.

Because the film was set in Beijing,
he had to get into the “Chinese mind-
set” regarding organ donation.

Speaking over the telephone, he
says: “There’s a saying that when a
person dies, the body should be
complete and intact. So it’s very

hard for (the couple) to donate
their child’s organs.”

The head of this year’s jury was
acclaimed director and actor Feng
Xiaogang.

The China Short Film Awards are
the country’s first national-level
event for shorts and were first held
in 2012.

Local film-maker Royston Tan
was previously named Best Direc-
tor for his short film Popiah at what
was then called the China Interna-
tional Short Film Awards in 2013.

Lee himself is no stranger to
awards. He had won the Grand Prix
Award at the 2012 Very Short Inter-
national Film festival with Time-
line, which is about the relationship
between an ex-convict and his
mother.

He also nabbed the Best Director
and Best Sound Awards at the Singa-
pore Short Film Awards last year
with Bon Voyage, which is about his

relationship with his grandmother.
He graduated with a diploma in

digital media from Singapore Poly-
technic in 2011 and had thought
about applying to film schools in the
United States after national service.

But he preferred being in a
Chinese-speaking environment. “I
grew up in a very traditional Chinese
family, I did wushu (martial arts)
and I studied Chinese literature.”

The fact that the Beijing Film
Academy had such a stringent selec-
tion process – he was one of 26 suc-
cessful candidates winnowed from
more than 1,000 applicants over six
stages of examinations – was also a
point in its favour.

He figured that the learning
environment would be a very good
one, given the quality of the cohort.

With a scholarship from the Info-
communications Media Develop-
ment Authority, he signed up for
the course.

At the academy, instructors and
speakers include famous alumni
such as Zhang Yimou, Tian Zhuang-
zhuang and Xie Fei, as well as
film-makers from abroad such as
SouthKorea’s KimKi Duk,Japan’s Yo-
jiro Takita and France’s Luc Besson.

The one who left the deepest im-
pression was Kim, known for direct-
ing feted arthouse films such as
Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter... And
Spring (2003).

Lee recalls: “He was one hour late
because he was drunk. (But) he’s a
very nice and humble guy.”

After his graduation in 2018, he
plans to start work on a feature. As
to whether he will be based in Chi-
na or Singapore, he says: “I think six
hours is very near for me to fly
either way. But I’ll definitely come
back to Singapore as that’s where
my home is.”

bchan@sph.com.sg

Yip Wai Yee

If you hope to win future editions of
The Amazing Race Asia, consider
going through some beauty pageant
training first.

After all, both the first- and
second-place winners of the fifth
and latest season of the hit series
crowned on television last night are
beauty queen teams.

The champions are Filipino team-
mates Maggie Wilson-Consunji and
Parul Shah, while Malaysians
Yvonne Lee and Chloe Chen are the
runners-up.

Wilson-Consunji was Miss Philip-
pines World in 2007, while Shah was
Miss Grand International Philip-
pines last year. Lee was Miss Malay-
sia World in 2012 and Chen had the
same title in 2011.

Shah, 28, tells The Straits Times at
aninterviewyesterday: “Inthe Philip-
pines, beauty pageants are like a
national sport. They train you physi-
cally, mentally and spiritually. So we
have to look good, but we also have to
be mentally stable all the time, which
helps us take on any challenge.”

Sheadds with a laugh: “What’s real-
ly funny is that we’ve been so used to
presenting our best all the time that
even when we hurt ourselves on the

show, we always have this big smile.
“When we watch the show, I can

find myself in the crowd just by
looking for the big grin of 32 teeth.”

Indeed, both teams look glamor-
ous in every episode, even when they
have to wake up in the wee hours to
set off for their next destination.

Wilson-Consunji, 27, who is a digit-
al influencer, says: “That’s all from
our training days. We have little
tricks to save time, so we can do our
make-up in five minutes. And we
always wash and curl our hair the
night before, so we don’t have to do it
in the morning.”

When the two best friends joined
the show, they were met with
doubting viewers, who questioned
on social media if they were bimbos.
But they were not fazed.

Wilson-Consunji says: “We heard
all the names in the book way before
joining the race. In the beauty pag-
eant business, everyone is extremely
judgmental. So anything that we
heard from audiences of the show is
nothing compared with what we
used to get.”

In person, the two are just as bub-
bly as they appear on TV. Things get
solemn only when they were asked
what they would do with the prize
money. The winning team receives
US$100,000 (S$144,000) in cash.

Shah, whose 63-year-old driver
father suffered a stroke while she
was filming the race, says: “A big
chunk of the money will go to my
dad’s medical bills. He is now half-
paralysed and I’m just relieved to
win because this will help our fami-
ly so much.”

Her friend pipes up: “Parul is actu-
ally the breadwinner of her family.
We’re so happy and relieved that
the money will help them pay their
bills. As for me and Parul, the race
has made us better friends than
ever before.”

• The Amazing Race Asia 5 finale
re-runs on AXN (StarHub TV
Channel 511 and Singtel TV
Channel 304) tomorrow at 3pm and
on Sunday at 8.10pm.

There’s a fast song,
a mid-tempo song,
a ballad, an
instrumental. It’s like
food groups – you
need your carbs, your
protein, all of that.

’’METALLICA DRUMMER LARSULRICH on
the rock group’s albums

I feel like writing
anything down is a
little bit of a therapy
process. It’s a way of
alleviating your mind
andgetting it out
there.

’’POPSTAR ZAYN MALIK on using
songwriting to deal with anxiety issues

They look like the
Kardashian Camelot.
Beautiful girls married
togood-looking guys;
the big patriarch with
the private plane.
Imean, it’s Dynasty.
That is a show people
want to watch. Do they
want to watch a show
with the Clintons
earnestly discussing
healthcare? No, they
don’t.

’’JOURNALIST TINA BROWN on the Trump
family

Singaporean Alvin
Lee wins Best New
Director Award
at the China Short
Film Golden
Hummingbird
Awards

Seed, directed
by Alvin Lee,
stars (above
from left) Qin Yu,
Cui Yang and
Pan Ruo Yao.
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Student wins film award GoAheadQuoteMe

Beauty queens are tops
in Amazing Race Asia

Filipino teammates Parul Shah and
Maggie Wilson-Consunji (both above)
were the winners of the fifth season
of The Amazing Race Asia. PHOTO: AXN
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