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Amelia Teng

A group of 52 people spent hours
yesterday in a room competing to
prove one thing – that they have
the best memory.

They fought through 10 catego-
ries, from memorising the se-
quence of a deck of 52 playing
cards, to remembering long lists of
random words and dates, and as
many faces and names as possible.

Yesterday’s contest drew people
from 10 countries to take part in
memory sport, where participants
are tested on how much informa-
tion they can remember within a
time limit.

The Singapore Open Memory
Championship is believed to be
the first of its kind here. It was or-
ganised by the Singapore Polytech-
nic (SP) Graduates’ Guild and

Memory Ark, which runs work-
shops in memory techniques.

The event was recognised by
the World Memory Sports Coun-
cil, founded by mind-mapping gu-
ru Tony Buzan and chess grand-
master Raymond Keene.

Participants came from Singa-
pore as well as countries such as Ja-
pan, China and South Korea. The
youngest was an eight-year-old girl
and the oldest a 40-year-old wom-
an, both from Indonesia.

German lawyer Simon Rein-
hard, 36, who flew here for the
event, clinched the top prize of
$1,500 yesterday. Yesterday, he
memorised 356 playing cards in 10
minutes, 14 cards short of his per-
sonal best – also a world record he
set last year in Italy.

“It looks like we’re studying for
exams, but it’s actually very fun.
What’s going on in our heads is a

lot of imagination and creative
work,” he said.

Another contestant, Secondary
2 student Li Zeyu, 15, said his sci-
ence and geography scores im-
proved from Bs to As this year, af-
ter he started learning memory

techniques from July last year.
Memory Ark co-founders

Wellon Chou, 25, and Gerald Lim,
19, said the event aimed to raise
awareness of memory skills as a
mental sport. Both are third-year
students in SP pursuing engineer-
ing with business.

They are also in the midst of set-
ting up the Singapore Memory
Sport Council, the local chapter of
the world association. The society
expects to be registered by June.

Anyone can pick up memory
techniques, they said. These can,
for instance, involve using stories
to link words or concepts.

“These skills can make studying
more efficient,” said Mr Chou, add-
ing: “You still need to understand
concepts, so it’s not about photo-
graphic memory or rote learning.”
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The Yishun temporary bus interchange has a dedicated area for seniors and persons with special needs, such as expectant mothers and the disabled, to sit
while they wait for their buses. The original interchange closed early yesterday morning, and a new integrated transport hub is slated to open in 2019.

Audrey Tan

A temporary bus interchange in Yis-
hun that has priority queues for the
likes of seniors and pregnant wom-
en roared to life on its opening day.

It is the first bus interchange in
Singapore to have priority queues –
areas next to each bus berth with
seats for those who need them.

Depending on the response, pub-
lic transport operator SMRT said it
will look into having such priority
queues at its four other bus inter-
changes, if space permits.

“The (priority queue initiative)
is part and parcel of our successful
ageing plan,” said Associate Profes-
sor Muhammad Faishal Ibrahim,
an MP for Nee Soon GRC and Parlia-
mentary Secretary for Transport
and Health. He and fellow Nee
Soon GRC MP Patrick Tay launched
the interchange yesterday.

In 2013, the proportion of peo-
ple aged 65 and above was about
11.7 per cent. This rose to 12.4 per
cent last year, Prof Faishal said.

“I hope Yishun residents will
play their part, to show kindness

and graciousness to their seniors
and those with special needs,” said
Prof Faishal.

The temporary structure is locat-
ed at the junction of Yishun Cen-
tral and Yishun Central 1, next to
the site of the original interchange.

The 28-year-old bus facility said
its goodbye at about 1.30am yester-
day morning. About 60 passengers
on SMRT service 812, the last bus to
get back to the old interchange,
were presented with a certificate to
mark the occasion.

In its place will be a new Yishun
integrated transport hub slated to
open in 2019.

The 236,800 sq ft hub will in-
clude an air-conditioned bus inter-
change, with an underpass link to
Yishun MRT station. It will also be
connected to the upcoming North-
point City, a commercial and resi-
dential development.

The area’s residents will be
served in the meantime by the tem-
porary bus interchange.

Yesterday, retired lift repair tech-
nician Mak Yew Lam, 77, was one
of the first to try out the priority
queue areas.

He said: “It is more comfortable
because I can sit, and from here, I
can wait for two buses at different
berths instead of having to queue
up for just one.”
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Yishun’s temporary bus
interchange makes life a
bit easier for elderly and
those with special needs

Aiming for total recall at Memory Championship
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Mr Gerald Lim (left) and Mr Wellon
Chou co-founded Memory Ark, an
organiser of the memory contest.

Seniors get
priority and
seating in
bus queues


