
By ANDREA NG

WHEN Singapore Polytechnic (SP) student Yeo
Yong Ming’s father had a stroke that left him para-
lysed on the left side of his body 10 years ago, his
family struggled to find ways for them to be alerted
if he fell.

At the SP Engineering Show yesterday, the
20-year-old Aerospace Electronics student and his
team displayed what they hope will help people in a
similar situation – fall detection sensors converted
from Kinect sensors, which are normally used in
Xbox 360 consoles.

The concept was originally conceived by re-
searchers at Nanyang Technological University, but
the SP team modified it so that two motion sensors,
instead of one, are placed in a room to pick up sud-
den movements and relay the information to carers
on their mobile phones. “When the accuracy of
these (sensors) increases, it’ll be a good system to
get help for my dad,” Mr Yeo said.

Sixty-five projects were exhibited at the fourth
SP Engineering Show, which has been held annually
since 2012. In addition to 53 final-year projects by
graduating engineering students, 12 projects by SP
staff and researchers were showcased. These includ-
ed ready-to-eat soups and Nasi Go! – a form of oni-
giri (Japanese rice balls), with flavours of traditional
favourites such as chicken rice.

Another group showcased the fourth edition of
the “Intellisense Bed”, equipped with features such
as a mattress cooling system and exit sensors to
alert nurses when a patient tries to get up on his
own. Project supervisor Jaichandar KS said the cool-
ing system reduces the risk of bedsores developing.

Another team showed off its SunSPEC 4 solar
car, which will race in this year’s World Solar Chal-
lenge in Australia in which a vehicle must travel
3,000km on just two charges.

SunSPEC 3 had dropped out of the 2013 race on
day four. Team member Darren Ng, 19, hopes to
drive the new model, if he is not called up for na-
tional service. He said: “We built this car from
scratch so I hope we can finish the race.”

The SP Engineering Show is open to the public
today from 9am to 5pm.
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By JANICE HENG

THE move to exclude new residences in part of Gey-
lang will not change the red-light area’s character,
said the MP of the area, Mr Edwin Tong.

Instead, he expects more shops and restaurants
to set up there. “That’s the sort of thing we’re look-
ing at, making it more of a retail space,” he told
The Straits Times.

The area, currently classified as a
“residential/institution” zone, is bounded by Gey-
lang Road, Lorong 22 Geylang, Guillemard Road
and Lorong 4 Geylang and is home to a mix of pri-
vate properties, shophouses, places of worship, ea-
teries, hotels and even brothels.

Last week, the Urban Redevelopment Authority
(URA) announced that it will be rezoned to
“commercial/institution”, which bars new residen-
tial projects in the area.

“This is to minimise the issues arising from in-
compatibility of uses and friction between residen-
tial and non-residential uses in the area,” said the
URA. It said it had received complaints from resi-
dents about noise, littering, traffic congestion and
illegal parking “arising from the many activities in
this neighbourhood”.

Since existing properties are not affected, the
overall character of the neighbourhood may not
change much, said Mr Tong.

Most of the reaction he received to the rezoning
news came from residents living near the affected
area. “The main questions are about what the new
tenants will be,” Mr Tong said.

He has barely heard from any residents in the
zone itself. There are about 1,000 homes there,
with another 300 or so being built.

Owner-occupiers are rare enough that, for in-
stance, there are no grassroots volunteers living in
that area.

“A lot of those apartments are rented out but the
owners live nearby,” said Madam Annie Lim, 57, a
member of the Neighbourhood Committee on the
opposite side of Geylang Road.

Customer service manager Kang Ngee Wi, 41,
lives at Wing Fong Court in Lorong 14. He doubts
the rezoning will affect him, but wonders why it
was necessary.

The location is good, amenities such as supermar-
kets are nearby, and new residents must surely ex-
pect unsavoury goings-on to come with the territo-
ry, he said. “In this type of area, what do you ex-
pect?”

Chef Ng Kiang Hui, 54, who also lives at Wing
Fong Court, is similarly unfazed. Scuffles some-
times break out in the street, but only among for-
eign workers. “They only fight each other,” he said.

Engineering assistant Martin Loo, 55, has booked
a unit at new development Le Regal but does not
plan to live there when it is completed by 2016.

For him, the rezoning bodes well: “It should
fetch a decent rental as it is easier to rent out any
unit with more commercial activities near the pre-
cinct.”

janiceh@sph.com.sg

Rezoning won’t change
character of Geylang area

Fall detector, soups
and solar car
at S’pore Poly show

The Geylang area slated for rezoning is home to a mix of private properties, shophouses,
places of worship, eateries, hotels and brothels. Now classified as a “residential/institution”
zone, it will be rezoned to “commercial/institution”. ST PHOTO: DESMOND WEE

More shops, eateries will
turn it into more of a retail
space: MP Edwin Tong
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