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FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL IT GETS BETTER, EVEN FOR PARENTS B9

Students’ e-books retell S’pore history
The students
and teachers
of Ngee Ann
Secondary
School who
were involved
in creating
the iBooks
describing
three veterans’
experiences
during the
1964 racial riots,
Konfrontasi from
1963 to 1966,
and the collapse
of Hotel New
World in 1986.
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15 from Ngee Ann Secondary School compile
stories from veterans into three iBooks
Soh Ying Qi
Rescuers gathered around a woman pinned down by the debris of

the Hotel New World, trying to get
her out.
Colonel (Retired) Chng Teow
Hua, who was then in charge of a
team rescuing victims of the hotel

collapse in 1986, had to make a
quick decision: To try and get her
out in one piece or amputate her
legs to save her life, then quickly
move on to other victims.
This story, along with many
others told by veterans who lived
through significant historical
events in Singapore, was compiled
into three electronic books by

students from Ngee Ann Secondary School.
The three books will be released
in the Apple iBook Store this month
and will be available for free.
In the end, Mr Chng, now 70,
issued an ultimatum to his men – if
they could not rescue the woman
within 15 minutes, they would have
to move on to the next victim, as
there were numerous casualties at
the Hotel New World site.
Fortunately, they managed to
save her within the time limit.
Daniel Tan Yik Keong, one of the
students who met Mr Chng, said:
“He taught us that in life, it’s inevitable to come by tough decisions.”
The project, which began in May
last year, involved 15 Secondary 3
students, all 15 years old. They interviewed Commitment to Defence
Ambassadors – specifically veterans who served during tense historical events such as Konfrontasi.
The result: Three iBooks describing three veterans’ experiences of
significant events in Singapore’s
history: the 1964 racial riots, Konfrontasi from 1963 to 1966, and the
collapse of Hotel New World.
Madam Farhana Mohamad Noor,
34, the school’s head of character
and citizenship education, said the
aim of the project was to “curate
and share these stories with a
wider audience”, and to commemorate the 50th anniversary of
national service this year.
Through an engagement session
held by the school’s character and
citizenship education committee

through central National Education office Nexus in July, and subsequent interviews, the students
obtained first-hand accounts of
the events from those who had
seen them unfold.
Many of the students said the
veterans were forthcoming and willing to share their stories, while also
imparting important life lessons.
However, the process was not
without difficulty.
Student Thin Lae Yi Zaw, who
worked on the iBook on the Hotel
New World disaster, said “the main
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The main challenge
was trying to
conceptualise an idea
for the iBook. Our first
draft was quite boring.

’’

THIN LAE YI ZAW, one of the students
who worked on the iBook on the Hotel New
World disaster.

challenge was trying to conceptualise an idea for the iBook”.
She added: “Our first draft was
quite boring.”
Other teams faced different
hiccups.
Student Teo Xiaorou, who
worked on the iBook featuring
Captain (Retired) Shamsudin
Shadan, now 85, and his experiences in the racial riots, said that
sometimes they did not have the
skills to get the information they
needed during the interviews.
She and her team had to do
research to fill the gaps in information.
Still, the students agreed that the
experience was highly valuable and
they had learnt a lot.
For instance, Shamine Pang
Hwee San, who interviewed 73year-old Syed Ibrahim Al Mahdali
about his experiences during Konfrontasi, was able to relate them to
her daily life.
Shamine, who is on the student
council, said: “Mr Syed Ibrahim
said, ‘you need to let your men
know that you are one of them, but
you are still above them’.
“I was a very easygoing person.
But I’ve learnt to take control so
that my friends will respect me as a
councillor, but also know that I am
with them.”
Added student Rianne Goh Rui
Qi: “We hope to share the stories
with all Singaporeans and show
gratitude to our veterans.”
stnewsdesk@sph.com.sg

EducationBriefs
Polytechnic
open houses
The polytechnics are holding
their open houses this week,
from Thursday to Saturday,
10am to 6pm.
• Nanyang Polytechnic (NYP): In
addition to its usual open house
hours, NYP is holding a night
open house on Friday, from 6pm
to 11pm.
• Ngee Ann Polytechnic (NP):
Among the highlights is a new
open house activity –A Day with
NP Fam! – on Saturday.
During the event, prospective
students can experience a day at
NP by attending bite-size classes,
studio and lab sessions, as well as
trying out co-curricular activities
(CCAs). Sign up here:
https://www1.np.edu.sg/
OpenHouse/npfam
• Republic Polytechnic (RP):
During the open house, the
school will launch its Unmanned
Aerial Vehicles (UAV) Training
Centre, the first dedicated drone

centre among the local
institutes of higher learning,
on Thursday.
• Singapore Polytechnic (SP):
Other than visiting the
various schools within SP,
those attending its open
house can go to the career
interest profiling booth at
Lecture Theatre 1A/B for an
analysis of which course or
career would suit them.
• Temasek Polytechnic (TP):
Among other activities,
students waiting for their
O-level results and their
parents can attend the
Beyond O-Level Seminar on
Saturday at 10am.
Sign up here:
http://www.tp.edu.sg/
beyondolevel

S’pore Poly students
launch mobile app
Photographers searching for
unique locations to snap shots
can now make use of a new

mobile app called LocatLor!,
designed by a group of students
from Singapore Polytechnic.
Besides showing photographs of
locations, the app also provides
technical data (in exchangeable
image file format or Exif),
so amateur photographers
can try to re-create images that
more proficient photographers
have shared.
Designed by four students who
are taking the school’s Diploma in
Business Information Technology
course, the app was launched on
Dec 19, and is now available at the
Google Play store.
Students Alfred Koh, Javier
Yong, Tan Jia Xin, all aged 20, and
Kenny Lee, 22, started their own
start-up, Livvit – the first to be
funded under the school’s
SPiNOFF entrepreneurship
programme.
The school collaborated with
seed capital and start-up incubator
firm Spaze Ventures, which
picked Livvit to receive funding of
up to $50,000 as well as
mentorship.

