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MISSION

To educate and nurture our students to excel in work and

in life, and to equip adult learners with skills and knowledge

to enhance their employability

VISION

A leading institution that prepares our students to be

work-ready, life-ready and world-ready

STRATEGIC GOALS

- Providing Holistic Education

- Fostering Global Orientation

- Creating Learning & Social Spaces

- Building Capabilities

VALUES

Self-Discipline

Personal Integrity

Care & Concern

Openness

Responsibility

Excellence
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chairman’s
statement



       his year, new challenges emerged on how to shape the future Singapore workforce. The
Economic Strategies Committee’s recommendations kicked off the national drive to make skills,
innovation and productivity the basis of Singapore’s global competitive edge. Along with it, is a
much needed paradigm shift for a more versatile, multidisciplinary, well-rounded and creative
worker, able to solve complex problems.

Once again, Singapore Polytechnic (SP) stands ready to evolve our curriculum in response to the
nation’s call. We had already, in recent years, begun to infuse creativity, innovation and enterprise
into our curriculum, emphasising analytical, critical reasoning and communication skills across
disciplines. This year, we went a step further by rolling out the Design Thinking Studio Programme,
to allow students to acquire new skills through collaborative, multidisciplinary projects with students
from different schools.

The foundation was also laid for our curriculum to embrace the attributes of a liberal arts education.
Our goal is to produce T-shaped students – broad in general knowledge with deep expertise of their
chosen areas of interest. By April 2011, we will introduce the General Education Modules for all
students to develop broader perspectives, an ability to express an informed point of view, personal
leadership skills and a deeper sense of social responsibility. This will allow them to acquire a
breadth of general knowledge – in world affairs, culture, business and the arts to complement their
core education and co-curricular activities, and enable them to be future-ready.

SP is stepping up our training and development to prepare our staff to apply these changes in the
curriculum and course delivery. We are always seeking to embrace new teaching methodologies
that make learning more effective.

The Innovations in Education Award introduced this year was one such effort in this direction. It
provides seed funding for developmental projects that will improve teaching and learning, such
as the use of new media and emerging technologies. These innovative methodologies will complement
our Conceive-Design-Implement-Operate curriculum framework in developing creative and analytical
skills across disciplines.

To further nurture creativity among staff and students, we want to immerse them in an environment
which supports innovation-driven start-ups and spin-offs. This involves strengthening our capabilities
in R&D and business incubation around the four key technology areas we have identified –
sustainable solutions; lifestyle; applied science, and engineering solutions.

The opening of our innovation hub, InnoVillage, this year is timely in providing a physical space
for academia, research and industry to come together to conceive, design, test-bed and transform
ideas into projects with commercial potential. The building itself is an innovative icon in its adoption
of green building technologies, earning it the Green Mark Platinum Award from the Building and
Construction Authority.
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For students seeking opportunities to innovate, we launched our SP Engineering Scholarship this
year. The inaugural batch of 29 scholars will be given greater opportunities to join local and
overseas R&D attachments, attend engineering conferences and take part in activities to help
them keep abreast with the latest developments in the engineering fields.

Forging industry collaborations has been key in our efforts to allow students to apply their skills
in real-life scenarios in addition to building our internal capabilities. Resulting from our industry
alliances, our students benefit from live projects while our staff work closely with industry partners
on research, development and consultancy projects. For example, our Diploma in Media and
Communication students worked with the Singapore Sports Council in the Asian Youth Games
2009, serving as journalists, photographers, production assistants and media relations officers.
New alliances inked during the year with Pratt & Whitney, Microsoft and CyanSYS, among others,
will provide further collaborative opportunities for staff and students in the future.

And as the world becomes more globalised, it is important for our staff and students to develop
a global mindset and an eagerness to keep discovering new perspectives. We will continue to
give them opportunities to engage the world through overseas programmes, the export of SP
niche training courses and consultancy services to other countries through the efforts of Singapore
Polytechnic International. Partnerships with overseas institutions like the agreements sealed with
the Beijing Technology and Business University in China and Chuo University in Japan during
the year, pave the way for more overseas exposure. At the same time, our ability to keep attracting
quality international students adds to the cosmopolitan vibrancy of our campus.

Underpinning all these efforts is the rejuvenation of our campus environment with new facilities
and upgrading projects such as the upgrading of the main library and the opening of a new
business and IT library. A new building to house the food science, fragrance and chemistry
laboratories, and the expansion of two food courts are also in the works to create more learning
and social spaces.

These efforts aim to provide students with a holistic educational experience to develop them
physically, intellectually, emotionally and socially.

Reflecting on the achievements of the year, I am proud to note that we achieved a milestone in
graduating our 50th batch of students, including our 150,000th graduate.  Among them was our
first batch of SP Scholars; graduates from the Diploma in Integrated Events and Project
Management; Diploma in Environmental Management and Water Technology, and Diploma in
Experience and Product Design.
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Some of our graduates performed outstandingly and were accepted into local and top foreign
universities. Desmond Thiam, this year’s Lee Kuan Yew Award winner, gained admission to NUS’
Yong Loo Lin School of Medicine. One of our top graduates last year, Kuriakin Zeng, was the first
SP student to score distinctions in all his modules and is the first SP graduate to be accepted to
Harvard College, part of Harvard University’s Faculty of Arts and Sciences. Another recent graduate,
Chua Koon Ting, became the first polytechnic graduate to be admitted to NUS’ Faculty of Dentistry.

In addition to graduating diploma holders, SP is also positioning itself as a leading continuing
education provider. Our Professional and Adult Continuing Education (PACE) Academy replaced the
Department of Continuing Education and Training, in our effort to fulfil the new mission to build
our continuing education and training (CET) capacity for adult learners and to support the National
CET Masterplan. This year, we succeeded in being appointed to train professionals in areas like
precision engineering, retail and workplace safety and trained 37,518 adult learners.

The road ahead is challenging for SP and we will put in our best effort to support Singapore’s goal
of becoming a distinctive global city with highly skilled people and a vibrant environment for
innovation. As we look ahead to the future, we embrace the opportunity to shape young minds so
that they are work-ready, life-ready and world-ready.

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome Dr Michael Edward Brown, Col Chan Weng Yip, Prof
Pang Yang Hoong, Mr Sew Chee Jhuen and Mr Johnny Tan Cheng Hye to the Board of Governors.

On behalf of the board, I would like to thank management and staff of SP for their hard work and
dedication. We are proud to be part of this great team.
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board of
governors

The new three-year term of the Board of
Governors commenced on 1 April 2009.  Five
new members joined the Board: Dr Michael
Edward Brown, COL Chan Weng Yip, Prof Pang
Yang Hoong, Mr Sew Chee Jhuen and Mr Johnny
Tan Cheng Hye. The following members left
the Board upon completing their term: Mr Leong
Charn Huen, Mr Stephen Robert Dearnley, Dr
Finian Tan Seng Chin, BG Tan Meng Dui and
Mr R Sinnakaruppan.

01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08
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Chairman
01. Mr Tan Kay Yong
Vice President
China & India Sourcing & Supply, RPS
GlaxoSmithKline PLC

Deputy Chairman
02. Mr Bill Chang York Chye
Executive Vice President (Business)
Singapore Telecommunications Ltd

Members
03. Dr Michael Edward Brown
Vice President
Singapore Operations
Lonza Biologics Singapore Pte Ltd

04. COL Chan Weng Yip
Head, SAF Current Operations Group
Joint Operations
Ministry of Defence

05. Prof Chou Siaw Kiang
Professor
Department of Mechanical Engineering
National University of Singapore

06. Prof Er Meng Hwa
Senior Associate Provost
Nanyang Technological University

07. Mr Gan Boon San
President, Asia South
Sun Microsystems Pte Ltd

08. Mr Liew Choon Boon
Senior Director (Industry and the Arts)
Ministry of Information, Communications and
the Arts
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09. A/Prof Muhammad Faishal Bin Ibrahim
Associate Professor
Department of Real Estate
School of Design & Environment
National University of Singapore

10. Prof Pang Yang Hoong
Vice Provost (Undergraduate) &
Dean, School of Accountancy
Singapore Management University

11. Mr Sew Chee Jhuen
President
Singapore Technologies Kinetics Ltd

12. Mr Johnny Tan Cheng Hye
Principal Partner
LT&T Architects

13. Ms Tan Gee Keow
Director (Higher Education)
Ministry of Education

14. Mr Tan Hang Cheong
Principal
Singapore Polytechnic

15. Mr Teh Kong Leong
Consultant

Secretary
Mr Tan Peng Ann
Registrar
Singapore Polytechnic



standing
committees

Administration & Development Committee
Chairman : Mr Tan Kay Yong
Dy Chairman : Mr Bill Chang York Chye
Members : Mr Tan Hang Cheong

Prof Chou Siaw Kiang
Mr Gan Boon San
Mr Johnny Tan Cheng Hye
Ms Tan Gee Keow

Secretary : Miss Caroline Hu Wei Choo
Assistant Secretary : Mrs Cheng Cheng Lin

Audit Committee
Chairman : Mr Teh Kong Leong
Members : Mr Liew Choon Boon

Prof Er Meng Hwa

Endowment Fund Committee
Chairman : Mr Liew Choon Boon
Members : A/Prof Muhammad Faishal Bin Ibrahim

Mr Tan Hang Cheong 
Secretary : Mrs Cheng Cheng Lin

Nominating Committee
Chairman : Mr Tan Kay Yong
Members : Mr Bill Chang York Chye

Mr Tan Hang Cheong

Staff Disciplinary Committee
Chairman : Prof Er Meng Hwa 
Members : COL Chan Weng Yip

A/Prof Muhammad Faishal Bin Ibrahim
Secretary : Miss Caroline Hu Wei Choo

Student Disciplinary Appeal Committee
Chairman : Mr Sew Chee Jhuen
Members : Prof Pang Yang Hoong

Dr Michael Edward Brown
Secretary : Mr Tan Peng Ann
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Board of Studies
Chairman : Mr Tan Hang Cheong

Members : Mr Hee Joh Liang
Mr Lim Peng Hun
Mr Edward Quah Kok Wah
Dr Chai Min Sen
Dr Timothy Chan Wai Kuen
Mr Chang Boon Hai
Miss Chao Yunn Chyi
Dr Dave Chong Tad Weng
Mrs Fang Sin Guek
Mr Faris Akbar Hajamaideen
Mrs Lam Yoke Peng
Mr Lau Lee Yee
Mr Lim Cher Yam
Dr Ng Eng Hong (1 June 2009)
Mr Ng Weng Lam (1 June 2009)
Mr Ong Eng Chan
Miss Pee Suat Hoon (1 June 2009)
Mr Roland Tan Keng Hock
Mr V Maheantharan
Mr William Chan Weng Lin
Mr Lee Chee Whye
Mr Leong Chun Nam
Mr Lim Jit Cheng
Mr Caleb Lye Kok Choy
Mrs Helen Mok
Dr Robert A Straughan
Mrs Yap Siew Lay
Mr Yoong Yuen Soo
Dr Audrey A Yuen

 
Secretary : Mr Tan Peng Ann
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management
team

Principal
Mr Tan Hang Cheong

Deputy Principal (Corporate Development)
Mr Hee Joh Liang

Deputy Principal (Services)
Mr Edward Quah Kok Wah

Deputy Principal (Technology and Industry)
Mr Lim Peng Hun

ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT

Director, Computer and Information Systems
Mr Chang Boon Hai

Director, Continuing Education and Training
(renamed Professional & Adult Continuing
Education (PACE) Academy from November
2009)
Mr Peter Lee Hoong Fatt

Director, Corporate Communications
Mrs Kai Tamin-Goh

Director, Educational Development
Mr Lau Lee Yee (till 31 May 2009)
Miss Pee Suat Hoon (from 1 June 2009)

Director, Estates and Development
Mr C Pannirselvam

Director, Finance
Mrs Cheng Cheng Lin

Director, Human Resource
Miss Caroline Hu Wei Choo

Director, Industry Services
Mr Song Nay Hay

Director, Internal Audit
Mr Ronnie Chan Chin Sing

Director, Library
Mrs Fang Sin Guek

Director, Organisation Development
Mrs Yeung-Ng Geak Hong

STUDENT AND ACADEMIC SERVICES
CLUSTER
Senior Director
Mr Tan Peng Ann

Director, Academic Programmes
Mr Liao Kuo Tang (till 31 May 2009)
Mr Lau Lee Yee (from 1 June 2009)

Registrar/Director, Academic Services
Mr Tan Peng Ann

Director, International and Student Services
Mr Chew Cheah Boon

Director, Student and Alumni Affairs
Mr Liew Beng Keong
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ACADEMIC

APPLIED AND HEALTH SCIENCES CLUSTER
Senior Director
Dr Chai Min Sen

Director, Chemical and Life Sciences
Dr Chai Min Sen

Director, Mathematics and Science
Miss Chao Yunn Chyi

ARCHITECTURE, DESIGN AND ENVIRONMENT CLUSTER
Director
Mr Lim Cher Yam

Director, Architecture and the Built Environment
Mr Lim Cher Yam

Director, Design
Mr Jeffrey Ho Kiat (till 28 February 2010)
Mr Faris Akbar Hajamaideen (from 1 March 2010)

BUSINESS, IT AND HUMANITIES CLUSTER
Senior Director
Mr Lim Peng Hun

Director, Business
Mr V Maheantharan

Director, Communication, Arts and Social Sciences
Mrs Lam Yoke Peng

Director, Digital Media and Infocomm Technology
Dr Timothy Chan Wai Kuen

ENGINEERING CLUSTER
Senior Director
Dr Dave Chong Tad Weng

Director, Electrical and Electronic Engineering
Dr Dave Chong Tad Weng (till 31 May 2009)
Mr Ng Weng Lam (from 1 June 2009)

Director, Mechanical and Manufacturing Engineering
(renamed School of Mechanical & Aeronautical Engineering
from 1 June 2009)
Mr Ong Eng Chan (till 31 May 2009)
Dr Ng Eng Hong (from 1 June 2009)

Director, Singapore Maritime Academy
Mr Roland Tan Keng Hock
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Student Clubs

139
student clubs and sports teams
contributed to a vibrant campus
life.

students graduated from Singapore
Polytechnic in the academic year 2008/09.
Of these, 4,524 graduated from diploma
courses and 488 from advanced, specialist
and post-diploma courses.

Graduate Output

5,012

facts and
figures
(Academic Year 2009/10)

Student Enrolment

17,825
comprising 15,537 full-time and
2,288 part-time students. The new
intake of 6,662 students was made
up of 5,303 full-time and 1,359 part-
time students.

Continuing Education
Programmes

37,518
participants attended a total of 1,002
continuing education programmes
offered by Singapore Polytechnic. The
programmes included 124 Singapore
Workforce Skills Qualification courses,
334 short courses, 84 tailor-made
courses and 271 certification courses.

Staff Strength

1,534
comprising 891 academic staff
and 643 administrative staff.
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highlights

April 2009
Four  Singapore Polytechnic (SP) students won a total
of US$50,000 at the MOTODEV Widget Developer
Challenge, a software programming competition organised
by Motorola. The students clinched a total of six prizes,
including the top "Best Overall Widget" prize, for the two
widgets they developed: "Live Soccer Score" and "Stocks
Alive".

67 students from the School of Chemical and Life
Sciences and School of Design went on a term-long
Immersion Programme in Da Lian, China. It was the first
time SP's academic curriculum has been relocated to
a satellite campus.

‘Colours’, an extension to the main library was completed.
The new social space features a cafe, a new magazine
section, Funtasia room (where students can indulge in
board games) and DVD stations.

Foodcourt 5 was revamped, complete with chic interiors
and air-conditioning. Popular sandwich chain, Subway,
completes the list of fast-food eateries offered on campus.

May 2009
SP students swept 11 out of a possible 20
scholarships offered by the Infocomm
Development Authority (IDA). The Integrated
Infocomm Scholarship was open to
outstanding ‘O’ Level students who chose
to pursue a diploma in the field of information
technology.

Jasmine Yeong-Nathan, Diploma in Media
and Communication graduate, was crowned
Singapore’s Sportswoman of the Year.

Kuriakin Zeng, Diploma in Electronics,
Computer & Communication Engineering
graduate, became the first SP student to
score distinctions in all his modules.

SP hosted 15 Republic of Rwanda teachers
for seven weeks to attend an Infocomm
Technology Programme organised by
Singapore Polytechnic International. The
training programme is one of several
initiatives planned under the Memorandum
of Understanding signed between the
Rwandan Ministry of Education and
Singapore Polytechnic International.
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June 2009
SP was appointed as a Continuing Education Training Centre for the Infocomm
Sector by the Singapore Workforce Development Agency and the Infocomm
Development Authority of Singapore. The centre will provide infocomm professionals
with the opportunity to upgrade their skills under the National Infocomm Competency
Framework of the Singapore Workforce Skills Qualification.

SP and 21 secondary schools
officially adopted Marina
Reservoir at the launch of the
Singapore International Water
Festival. Mayor (Northwest
CDC) and Member of
Parliament for Bukit Panjang
Mr Teo Ho Pin, SP Principal
Mr Tan Hang Cheong and
PUB Chief Executive Mr Khoo
Teng Chye launched the
adoption.

The Flame Igniting System
concept designed by the
School of Mechanical and
Aeronautical Engineering and
Centre for Experience Design
won SP the top honours at
the first-ever Asian Youth
Games  t o r ch  de s i gn
competition.

July 2009
His Excellency (HE) Sheikh Hisham, Undersecretary, Ministry of
Education, Bahrain and the Honourable Dave Hancock, Minister
of Education, Canada visited SP on two separate occasions.

Duo from Diploma in Creative Media Design course clinched
second place at the Imagine Cup World Finals (Photography
category) in Cairo, Egypt.

Chua Koon Ting, Diploma in Biomedical Science graduate, became
the first polytechnic student to be accepted to read Dentistry in
National University of Singapore under the Faculty’s Exceptional
Individual Scheme.

August 2009
For their “Love IT, Love Timor Leste” project, eight SP students
were invited to the Presidential Palace to meet HE President
Jose Ramos-Horta for the symbolic handover of the computer
laboratory and launch of the International Award for Young People
in Timor Leste.

Five SP students were awarded the National Infocomm Scholarship
out of the 12 scholarships presented to polytechnic students. It
recognises exceptional students and nurtures them as top talents
for Singapore’s infocomm industry.
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October 2009
A multi-disciplinary team of SP students,
representing Singapore, was the only team from
a polytechnic to make it to the semi-finals of the
Students in Free Enterprise (SIFE) World Cup
competition in Berlin, Germany.

The first of its kind in a tertiary institution, the Civil
Defence Lionhearters Club was launched on 27 October.
Members of the club learn, among other things, to prepare for
emergencies and life-saving skills. They also get deployed overseas
to undertake humanitarian projects and development programmes.

For the second year running, SP’s Media and Communication students
were responsible for conceptualising, executing and co-producing
oktoLIVE! television show specially for children.

November 2009
Dr Jonathan Loh Yuin-Han, Diploma in Biotechnology graduate, was awarded the Young Scientist Award
(Biological & Biomedical Science) 2009 and is now a research fellow at Harvard Medical School.

SP topped the education section of the Customer Satisfaction Index of Singapore survey conducted
by the Institute of Service Excellence at Singapore Management University.

SP’s School of Digital Media and Infocomm Technology (DMIT) sealed a strategic partnership with the
Faculty of Economics of Japan’s Chuo University (CU).  Undergraduates from the university will undertake
an IT and E-Commerce module from the Specialist Diploma in E-Commerce Technology offered by
DMIT. The module will be offered as an elective in CU’s bachelor degree programmes from April 2010.

September 2009
Diploma in Electrical and Electronic Engineering
graduate, Lee Xun Yong, received the Defence
Science and Technology Agency scholarship.

The first Games Resource Centre (Unreal Technology
Lab) was launched on campus in collaboration with
Epic Games China. The facility is an extension of
the Connected Games Programme initiated by IDA
to serve as an incubator for game development in
Singapore and the region.

Cathleen Cheong Mun Ngah gained entry to the
prestigious Massachusetts Institute of Technology
(MIT). The Diploma in Civil and Structural
Engineering graduate enrolled for the Bachelor in
Civil Engineering course and was offered an MIT
scholarship.

SP swept the top three positions at the National
Management Competition, a national business
strategy contest.
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December 2009
An eye examination project for 168 students from Northlight
School was conducted by a group of students from the
University of Manchester's optometry degree programme, in
collaboration with SP and NHG Eye Institute@TTSH.

January 2010
SP became the first polytechnic to sign a formal agreement
with A*STAR’s Institute of Bioengineering and Nanotechnology
to develop future scientists and technopreneurs.

Minister for Education and Higher Education of Qatar, HE Mr
Saad Bin Ibrahim Al-Mahmoud, visited SP.

A new joint degree programme offered by the Building and
Construction Authority, SIM University and SP was launched.
The Bachelor of Science in Events and Sustainable Facilities
Management will commence in July 2010.

The Singapore Polytechnic Students’ Union celebrated its
50th anniversary on 30 January.

Five new courses, Diploma in Digital Animation, Diploma in
International Business, Diploma in Materials Science, Diploma
in Perfumery and Cosmetic Science, Diploma in Visual Effects
and Motion Graphics, and the Common Engineering Programme
were launched.

March 2010
A new and healthy snack for
the elderly was created by
three Diploma in Food
Science and Technology
students. Orensure was
formulated with nutrients,
fibre and other essentials
that the body requires.

February 2010
An agreement with Pratt & Whitney was sealed to allow SP’s engineering students
with an interest in aviation studies to travel to Beijing for their Overseas Industrial
Training Programme.

SP and the Beijing Technology and Business University sealed an agreement
to pave the way for greater overseas exposure for SP students.
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